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Message from the President
Margaret Anne Smith
Special thanks to the following people for playing so beautifully at the December meeting:

Susan Burnette

Sandy Duran

Ruth Hafley

Debra Heath

Kerry Henry

Tonya Kirk

Tom Lohr

Renee McKee

Richard McKee

Christopher Reed

Maxine Salvatore

Bonnie Walker

Marietjie Wessels

There will another opportunity for members to perform at the May brunch meeting, so those of you who didn't participate this time, start practicing up those scales! 

The December meeting was a very merry one - and having such good music presented to us helped make the occasion a very special one.



IMPORTANT YAA Information
1.  YAA schedules will be available for pick up at the January meeting.
  

2.  It is important that you check the accuracy of each student's level and listed pieces.  Report errors right away.
  

3.  Be sure that you find your name on the "jobs list", block that time into your schedule.  Avoid requesting changes.
4.  No changes in your student's schedules.  Please do not make requests.
5.  We are excited about the auditions this year.  Best wishes for the success of each of your students.


LOTS OF DEADLINES!
RPTA Scholarship Auditions

Registrations must be postmarked NO LATER than January 14 or turned in at the January 18 monthly meeting.
You may mail your entries to Marie Willet, 4108 Pittsford Rd, Raleigh NC 27604

NCMTA District 
The deadline to register students for the NCMTA District Festival is January 21st.  Please send your entries to Debra Heath

Musicale
The next Musicale is January 29th.  The deadline to include students in this musical event is January 21st.  Please send your student’s information to Alma Sparks.



Sheila Page presents program for January RPTA
This month Sheila Paige will be presenting the program at our meeting. The topic is Octaves and Staccatos. This lecture covers easy ways to teach free fall and rebound necessary for all staccato playing. These principles can be taught to any age and level. The octave lecture covers arm and hand alignment for the octave position, how to open the hand without stretching, where octave movement originates and the path(s) of rebound. The program begins at 10:45am in Carswell Concert Hall on Wednesday, January 18th.




Teacher Musicale 

The December Teacher Musicale was a big success! Thank you to all who performed. Your participation made a great addition to our December meeting! 
We will plan to do another short teacher musicale in May. So if you wanted to, but were not able to play in December, be thinking about what you would like to do in May. 
Sign-up sheets for the May Musicale will be available at the February and April meetings, or you may email me at amy.r.gardner@gmail.com to let me know what you would like to play. 



Teacher Referral

Teachers who need students and would like their  name on the Teacher Referral Page of the RPTA website, please contact Ellen Scott at ellenscott@nc.rr.com or by phone 831-9167.





The 2012 Piano Playathon for Batten Disease
We are busy organizing this year's Playathon and would like to invite all interested teachers to participate. The Playathon is a fun, low stress event that allows students the chance to perform without pressure, and to experience the joy of using their musical gifts and those hours of practicing to help another child. Students who have participated in past Playathons speak of it as the most motivating and exciting piano event of the year.

The dates for this year's Playathon are Saturday and Sunday February 18th and 19th. We are currently working on a location for the preceding weekend as well, so that students who are traveling during the school break can still participate. For more information on the Playathon please contact Pamela Tsai 919-848-1674 or tsaipiano@bellsouth.net. To learn more about Batten Disease and Taylor King, go to www.taylorstale.com



Isn’t two always better than one?!?

Duo-Pianists Richard and Renee McKee will be giving a program featuring works by Khachaturian, Holst, Copland, Gershwin and others. They will be performing at Scott Concert Hall of the Fine Arts Building at Campbell University on Monday, January 23, 2012 at 8:00 p.m. The program is free and we encourage you to come and bring your students!






RPTA December 14th, 2011 General Meeting Minutes:

Margaret Anne Smith called the meeting to order at 0949.

Minutes approved.  Minutes are always published with the newsletter posted on the RPTA website.

Treasurer’s Report:  Melissa Jeffreys reported $4,826.46 in the checking account, $13,554.89 in money market account, and $1300 in the certification account.

Membership:  Dee Ann Patton was unable to attend due to her father’s illness. There was no new member to introduce, but there will be a new member in January.

Vice-President:  Amy Gardner, program chair, announced our program of the teacher musicale after the business meeting.

Certification:  Kathleen Vockeroth encouraged us to think about becoming certified this next year.  She is available to help accomplish that goal.

Courtesy:  No report.

Email/Telephone:  No report.

Hospitality:  Susan Burnette announced brunch today and for people to pay if they have not done so already.

Library:  Sharon Haigler and Diana Thomas sang us a little song set to Jingle Bells about what all the library offers us.

RPTA Scholarship:  Applications due next month to Marie Willett.

Referral:  No report in particular, but do contact Ellen Scott if you would like new students.  

Young Artists Audition:  Jeanine Skinner had a basket to collect completed packets.  She needs two more people to help with processing the YAA packets.  Sky Woo announced that she will be assigning jobs to those who haven’t volunteered.  Please contact her to volunteer for a job.

Old Business:  Keep checking the RPTA website for calendar events.  

New Business:   Ruggero Piano Teachers Merit Award application submission deadline in Dec. 31st.  Give nomination to Margaret Anne.

Tom Lohr announced several piano recitals at Meredith College in January.  Details will be on the yahoo group site.

New Music Issues and Drawing:  Allen Herther announced a number of new publications and handed out fliers of those.  Melissa Jeffreys won “Lady Gaga Fugue” arranged by Giovanni Dettore for one piano and 4 hands, and Tom Lohr won a hand-made Christmas stocking by DeeDee.
The meeting was adjourned and the teacher musicale started at 10:05.  A brunch followed the musicale.
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IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS


January 29, 2012


Musicale





February 4, 2012


RPTA Scholarship Auditions





February 12, 2012 


RPTA Scholarship Auditions


Winners’ Recital





February 18, 2012


NCMTA District Piano Festival





February 24-25, 2012


Federation Piano Festival





March 2-3, 2012


Young Artist Auditions





March 24, 2012


NCMTA State Piano Festival





April 22, 2102


Musicale
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RPTA MEETINGS





January 18, 2012


RPTA Meeting


Shelia Page


“Octaves and Staccatos”





February 15, 2012


RPTA Meeting


Tom Lohr





“Numbers in Music”





April 18, 2012


RPTA Meeting


Anne Scoggin





“Moving Beyond the Method Books: Accelerate your Students’ Musical Growth”
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